CYBER BULLYING POLICY 

Cyber bullying is a form of bullying which has in recent years become more apparent, as the use of electronic devices such as computers and mobile phones by young people has increased. Cyber bullying can take many forms and research conducted by the University of London has identified seven main categories:

· Text message bullying – sending unwanted messages to someone which are intended to threaten or upset 

· Picture/ Video Clip bullying (via mobile phone cameras) – taking and distributing images with the intention of embarrassing or threatening that person or group of people

· Phone call bullying (via mobile phones) – making silent or abusive calls, where the victim may or may not be aware of who has phoned them

· Email bullying – using email to send threatening messages, often by setting up a fake account. Bullies may also set up an account in the victims name and send threatening messages to others to try and get them into trouble

· Chat-room bullying – sending threatening or offensive messages to people when they are using chat rooms 

· Bullying through instant messaging – sending threatening messages to people as they use the Internet to talk in real time

· Bullying via websites – setting up sites or groups to mock or threaten individuals, often adding pictures and encouraging others to post nasty comments
Cyber bulling is a serious offence and pupils should remember the following rules:

Be respectful of others at all times. Do not take pictures of people without their knowledge or permission. If someone asks you to delete a picture of them either from your phone or camera, you should do so immediately.

Do not post pictures of people on to the Internet (through any form of personal website or social networking group) without their permission. If someone asks you to remove a picture, do so immediately.

Do not share information about people including their phone number or email address. It is up to that individual if they want to share this with people.

Do not use any form of electronic communication to spread rumours about people. In particular, do not set up ‘fake’ accounts or profiles and send messages pretending to be someone else.

Do not set up or join websites or social networking ‘groups’ which encourage people to make unpleasant comments or post pictures of individuals without their consent.

If you are being cyber bullied, do not respond or get angry as this may encourage the bully. Turn off your phone and/or computer and talk to someone you trust, a parent, guardian or teacher.
Policy approved: March 2010 
Review due: March 2011 

